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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-178
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: March 8, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: F, R
Date of Analysis: March 10, 2016
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $400,000 from the Office of General Counsel Retained Earnings account to the OGC’s Ancillary Legal Charges account to fund the expenses of experts hired to assist the City in its defense of the lawsuit United States of America, et al. vs. Consolidated City of Jacksonville, et al., a case alleging racially discriminatory promotional practices in the City’s Fire and Rescue Department.
Background Information: The bill appropriates $392,000 for professional services and $8,000 for travel expenses for two expert witnesses hired to help the City’s defense in this case. The General Counsel’s Office provided a list, attached to the bill as Exhibit 1, of 11 other pending cases that may well require the expenditure of funds for expert witnesses and travel during the current fiscal year, which would further deplete those budget accounts and necessitate this appropriation of additional funds.
Policy Impact Area: Legal expenses
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $400,000 from the Office of General Counsel Retained Earnings account.
Analyst: Clements
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